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All bird photographers love to get close to the bird they are trying to photograph in order to achieve greater detail and a 

great shot. However in many cases this is not possible or very difficult and there are many reasons for this, the bird’s habit 

of perching high, being very shy, difficult habitat in which they are normally found. Etc… 

This short article is mainly focused on the less difficult species to photograph and how to attract them to a feeding station 

(studio) in order to get beautiful natural looking shots. 

 

 

A basic garden Studio setup raised up from the ground about 1m, note the feeding area must be just below the perching 

area (distance typically 10 – 20cm). The perching area and the area behind it is arranged to look natural. 

 

 

Setting up a studio. 

Note, whether setting up a studio in your garden or anywhere else, the information below applies to all. 

1) If possible use a compass to work out where the sun will rise early morning. The studio is best facing east so that 

the sun will be behind you for most of the time. 

2) It is important to make the studio look as natural as possible. To achieve this, the props, (materials to perch and 

feed on must be natural items, i.e., logs, branches, and large stones) are arranged so that the birds will first come 

down and perch on the higher levels, and then if they feel it is safe drop down further, to feed.  

3) Some arboreal species of bird will not come down to a studio if it is too close to the ground. In this case find a way 

to raise the studio to a suitable height off the ground. 
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Things to know and consider; 

1) Many bird species feed early morning 

2) On the first 1 -2 days, place food items on the studio. Leave the studio unattended to allow the birds to get to 

know the location of this food source and use it without feeling threatened. 

3) Ensure there are plenty of perches around the studio for the birds. They often sit on a perch while waiting their 

turn on the studio. 
4) Hide food in places where birds can get at it but remains hidden from the camera. 

5) Get to know your subjects better so that you can predict the brief moments when they are still. 
6) The aim is for images to look natural, there is nothing worse than having food or man-made items contained in an 

image. 

7) Ensure you have your studio set far enough away from any messy backgrounds so that when taking shots the 

background area is out of focus. All background colours should look natural. The area behind the studio must also be 

not too bright. Backlit images never look good. 

8) Get to know each bird species feeding habits and main diet and their breeding times. 

9) Food items must be natural and placed on the studio in small quantities. Placing too much at a time can cause the 

birds to eat sufficient at a single visit and therefore not return for a long period of time. The aim is to keep the 

birds interested and return to the studio frequently. 

10) It is also important to ensure that the birds do not become totally reliant on your food source. Only give 

supplementary food to their normal diet. Therefore, feed every few days and not every day. 

11) If possible set up the studio in a slightly shady place. Having too much harsh sunlight does not make a good photo. 

12) The best time to take shots is when the birds are at the higher levels of the studio just before dropping down a 

little further to feed. In most cases you should get a nice clear shot. 

13) If queues develop for the feeding area, you will notice many birds are lined up and waiting their turn. By careful 

positioning or using natural perches around the feeder, you can cause the birds to wait in photogenic locations. 

14) Best shots are taken when the subject is slightly above eye level. If possible adjust the camera height to achieve 

this.  

15) Getting eye contact in each shot is also very important. 

Things to know and consider when visiting other studios; 

1) If visiting another studio set up by someone else, try to visit when less busy. Too many hides at a stakeout are not 

good for the birds or the birdwatchers; I call this Photo Bombing, and can make getting a good shot difficult. 

2) If the studio is not facing east, find out where the sun rises in order to setup the hide in the best possible 

position. 

3) Always leave a hide ONLY when there are NO birds present at the studio. 

4) It is very important if there are other people present at the studio to choose a right moment to inform them that 

you wish to leave or have a break. 

5) If too much food is being placed out by an over enthusiastic photographer, inform the feeder (in the nicest 

possible way) that this is not good practice. 

6) Avoid using flash in most situations. 

7) Do not use playback excessively and too loud.  

8) When leaving a studio, leave no litter behind. Other people visiting a littered area may follow this practice. 
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Setting up a hide or blind. 

In order to get close to the studio, a hide is required in most cases. There are portable hides on the market but I find the 

most convenient ones are the fold up types which are light, take up little space and can be carried anywhere. Can also be 

packed in a suitcase if you are birding abroad. 

There are many portable hides available, but I find one of the best ones can be obtained from Prin Pattawaro who lives in 

Thailand 

e-mail to   superhide2009@hotmail.com or visit   https://www.facebook.com/prin.pattawaro 

Prin’s Video showing how to fold the hide https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6fiSfA2TE0 

 

 

Hides by Prin Pattawaro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hides can be folded up and packed ready to go. Light 

and easy to carry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/prin.pattawaro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6fiSfA2TE0
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Things to know and consider; 

1) For many species the distance from the hide to the studio should be typically 2.5 to 3 meters or greater. 

Getting closer than this will make most bird species very nervous. 

2) Do not have too much of the lens protruding from the hide and avoid any quick movements.  Not very good for 

the very shy species. This is a common mistake made by many inexperienced birders when excited. 

3) If the lens is white, cover the lens with something that has natural looking colours. Light colours can spook the 

birds. 

4) Do not open the viewing vents of the hide too wide. Birds get nervous even if they see slight movement; 

remember you’re trying to stay hidden. If the viewing vent is open, cover your face with a camouflage mask or 

something similar or use a Camo Scarf. 

5) Make sure the seating inside the hide is comfortable. If you are there for long periods, it can be very tiring. 

(Tip, I find 3 legged fold-up stools are better for conditions where the ground inside the hide is uneven. 4 

legged can be unstable in these conditions.) I use the Walkstool 45 (see below), which has a height of 45cm. 

Any model which has a length longer than this is maybe too high. 

6) Noise, quick movements, and activity, inside the hide must be kept to a minimum. 

 

 

Additional gear. 

Camouflage masks and scarves for the extremely shy birds and for situations when you’re just too afraid move a muscle.  

I do not approve of hunting shops; however these items can be obtained from them. At least, if used for birding they will 

serve a better purpose. 

The scarves have many uses, i.e., to conceal the lens if you do not have a lens cover, or cover the open vent around the lens 

as you can see through the scarf. 
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Camouflage mask 

 

Camouflage mask 

 

Camo scarf 

 

Walkstool 45 
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Walkstool when folded, light, strong, and easy to carry. Tip, I un-clip the securing strap and feed it through 

my trouser belt, then re-secure the stool clip. This way it can be carried around the side of my waist leaving my hands free. 

 

 

Camera settings 

This article does not cover camera setting. There are many links on the net for this. 

 

Links 

http://www.exposureguide.com/bird-photography-tips.htm 

http://www.walkstool.com/comfort 

 

 

Related videos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktEYLZgeon8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN5voUBv8cA 
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